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7:00 p.m.
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Wednesday

Willits, California






      

May 28, 2008

Mayor Holly Madrigal called a regular meeting of the City Council to order at the above time and place.  The meeting was preceded by the pledge to the flag.

Roll:  
Present – Council Members Greg Kanne, Tami Jorgensen, Karen Oslund, Larry Stranske, and Mayor Holly Madrigal

Also present were staff members Police Chief Gerry Gonzalez, Public Works Director Dave Madrigal, City Engineer Tom Mannatt, Finance Director Mark Johnson, Water Plant Supervisor Denny Caine, City Attorney Jim Lance, and City Manager Ross Walker.

PRESENTATION BY  C. B. RICHARD ELLIS, INC. ON HIGHEST AND BEST USE STUDY ON THE FORMER REMCO FACILITY – City Manager Walker noted that Tom Larsen and John Bierbaum of PepsiAmericas, Legal Counsel Stuart Block, and Dr. Ann Farr of the Remco Trust were in the audience.   Donald Moody of C. B. Richard Ellis, Inc. advised that his firm has prepared a study on the highest and best use on the former Remco site.  Mr. Moody presented a concept of a large farmers marketplace on the site that encompasses green ideas and self-sustaining businesses.  He reviewed the process and information gathered for the study and advised that this concept keeps the existing building.  Dale Dingman suggested incorporating a docking station for electric cars.  Gary Martin suggested incorporating a piece of sculpture done by a local artist.  John Bierbaum, representing PepsiAmericas, advised that it is their intent to leave the property better than it was originally.  The Council was in general support of the concept, however, Council member Jorgensen suggested that a site located in the downtown area may be more appropriate for a farmers marketplace.
7:45 p.m.  -  Council recessed.

7:50 p.m.  -  Council reconvened.

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS - Mayor Madrigal read the public communication guidelines.  Gary Martin, Cultural Arts Commissioner, spoke to why the City needs art in its community, suggested having an Art Month in August, the possibility of the City commissioning art pieces for City Hall and having a collection of photographs in the library.  Roy Cannon presented a letter to the Council from Ellen Bogue.  Jim Harden discussed the misrepresentation of a piece of mail he received on NO on Measure B stating our law enforcement agencies did not support Measure B.  Jeremy Whitaker spoke to the rights of those that do not support Measure B.  

CONSENT CALENDAR





    ACTION TAKEN 
A.  City Council Minutes of 5/5/08 and 5/14/08



Approved

B.  Payment of Warrants #9961-10093 = $725,023.03


Approved
C.  Contract with HD Supply Waterworks for Leak



Approved

      Detection Survey at a not to exceed cost of $5,300

D.  Purchase of Kyocera KM-3040 Copy Machine System


Approved

      For Police Department at a Not to Exceed Cost of $6,615 and 

      Maintenance Agreement for Five Years at a Not to Exceed 

      Cost of $2,880

E.  Contract with David Edgar (Mendocino Janitorial) for


Approved

      Janitorial Services at the Police Department at a Not to 
      Exceed cost of $1,650/Month
G.  City Response to the Grand Jury Report Regarding the Willits

Approved

      Airport.

City Manager Walker pulled Consent Item H - ABC License Application for G & W John’s Place & KWIK Stop (Transfer) and noted item was not ready for Council approval.  Consent Item F, Amendment to Budget for Agreement with Robert M. Christofferson to Provide City Manager Search Services, was pulled.
Motion Oslund/2nd Kanne and unanimous vote to approve Consent Calendar, items A, B, C, D, E and G.

AMENDMENT TO BUDGET FOR AGREEMENT WITH ROBERT M. CHRISTOFFERSON TO PROVIDE CITY MANAGER SEARCH SERVICES  - It was consensus of the Council that the Finance Department prepare a quarterly or monthly statement of costs incurred by Mr. Christofferson.  Richard Winkle and Gary Martin spoke in opposition to having an agreement for a person that provides City Manager search services and also acts as an interim City Manager. Motion Oslund/2nd Kanne and roll call vote carried, NO – Jorgensen, to approve amendment to line item 100-1002-1002-000 in the amount of $17,500 for Agreement with Robert M. Christofferson to provide City Manager search services.
RIGHT TO APPEAL  - Mayor Madrigal read the guidelines for appealing Council decisions.

8:25 p.m.  -  Council recessed.

8:35 p.m.  -  Council reconvened.

REPORT ON SOLAR PROJECT AT WATERSHED – Keith Rutledge of Stellar/Solar Dawn gave an update on the solar project at the watershed, that the project is complete, and that they are in the final stages of closing the financial arrangements.  Rutledge indicated he saw no reason to believe that the financing would not close.  In response to Council’s inquiry, he noted the solar panels are not hooked up to the electrical grid and are not generating any solar power

8:55 p.m.  -  Council recessed.
9:05 p.m.  -  Council reconvened.
RECLASSIFICATION OF OFFICE ASSISTANT II POSITION TO AN ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT AT PUBLIC WORKS  -  City Manager Walker advised that this position is divided between the Public Works Department, Engineering Department, Water Enterprise Fund and the Sewer Enterprise Fund.  Walker discussed rationale to reclassify this position from an Office Assistant II to an Administrative Assistant. Walker advised that the Finance Committee had been informed of this proposed recommendation.  Public Works Director Dave Madrigal explained the differences and duties between the positions, benefits to the involved departments, and asked the Council members for their approval of this reclassification.   City Engineer Tom Mannatt spoke in support of recommendation.  Council members then had discussion on pros and cons of reclassifying position for the individual at Public Works, and, as well, concerns were expressed that there were other deserving and hardworking individuals in the City.  David Partch spoke in support of staff’s recommendation.  Joe Colleton advised that the public has a right to know the procedures on this promotion.  Water Plant Supervisor Denny Caine indicated that there are other deserving employees.  Motion Oslund/2nd Kanne and roll call vote carried (No – Jorgensen and Stranske) to authorize reclassification of Office Assistant II position at Public Works to an Administrative Assistant at a Level 59C, with a salary range of $2,928.90 to $3,559.25/monthly to become effective beginning the first payroll following June 1, 2008.
ACCEPTANCE OF  CITY OF WILLITS AUDIT REPORT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2006  -  City Manager Walker advised that there was some urgency to acceptance of the Audit Report that had just been received this afternoon.  Finance Director Mark Johnson reported that the City had received clean report and reviewed the different sections.  Motion Jorgensen/2nd Kanne and unanimous roll call vote to accept the City of Willits Audit Report for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2006.
OTHER CITY MANAGER REPORTS
City Manager Walker reported that:

1.  there will be a special council meeting on June 2nd at 5:30 p.m. for a water workshop, a presentation by consultant Nicholas Johnson, and discussion of pending water ordinances.

2.  there will be a special council meeting on June 23rd at 4:00 p.m. to have a tour of wastewater treatment project followed at 5:30 p.m. by a workshop on the wastewater treatment project.  He will also have an item on the June 2nd meeting for possible action to approve funds for the SHN consultants to be present at June 23rd workshop.
3.  Council received a memo proposing that the swimming pool will be closed on Sundays this summer season for general admission.  City Clerk/H.R. Director Marilyn explained low attendance last summer and suggestion by Pool Manager to use that day for availability of renting out to organizations for birthday parties, etc.  There was a consensus of the Council members to move forward with proposal.

4.  an award of purchase of flail mower will be on agenda at next Council meeting. 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS


Police Chief Gerry Gonzalez reported he had annual visit by Grand Jury regarding checking on compliance of their holding cells, reported on staffing matters, that R.I.P. program is in progress at Blosser Lane School, that they are preparing for the Redwood Run on June 14th and 15th, and responded to Council inquiry regarding drivers adherence to signage at Blosser Lane School when dropping off and picking up students.

Community Development Director Alan Falleri reported on activities of Code Enforcement Officer John Sherman, that Sherman has spent time with Attorney Chris Neary and the NCRA, that they are getting ready to file an action against property owner at 145 Franklin Avenue, and that he will be attending the BALLE conference in Boston next week.

Finance Director Mark Johnson reported they are having budget hearings and that there will be an agenda item at the next council meeting to identify funding source for shortfall on Main Street Waterline Project.


City Engineer Tom Mannatt reported on status of waterline project and expects project to be completed by July 1st, gave an update on the wastewater treatment project, that they have been tied up with budget, and that they have had good movement on the West Commercial Street project.

Public Works Director Dave Madrigal reported on preparations for final tie-ins on Main Street waterline project, that it has been determined that B-license contractors may also bid on the Kids Club construction project, and that this will open the field up to a greater number of potential bidders, that engineering surveying work has been completed on West Commercial Street regarding making street ADA compliant, and discussed water leak in parking lot at the swimming pool and that repair was completed.


City Attorney Jim Lance reported he has been working on water ordinances that were distributed to Council tonight, discussed related enforcement issues of proposed ordinances, that he has been working with Code Enforcement Officer on 143 Franklin Avenue, that he has been directed to draft a lease between City and Frontier Days, that he has been working on the Edith Page Life Estate matter, that the agreement entered into with interim City Manager Bob Christofferson can be cancelled at any time, gave an update on the Sanchez/Redwood Cleaners matter and sale of the landfill property.
CITY COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

MTA - Council member Stranske reported they are doing the “Dump the Pump” in June, and that there has been an increase in ridership due to higher fuel prices.


REVIT-ED COMMITTEE - Mayor Madrigal reported they discussed the update to the five year redevelopment plan and after their next meeting, will be holding a public meeting to discuss the draft.

WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE - Council member Stranske reported they will be holding a water workshop at special council meeting on June 2nd.


SEWER SYSTEM COMMITTEE - Council member Stranske reported they will be holding a workshop on the wastewater treatment projects at special council meeting on June 23rd.


EXPLORATION OF POTENTIAL ENERGY SOURCES AD HOC COMMITTEE – Council member Kanne reported they received a proposal from Tony Orth to form a Community Energy Authority and invited him to do a presentation at a Council meeting in July, that Consultant Sam Pierce requires specific information from all department heads, and that so far, only Water Plant Supervisor Denny Caine has supplied the information, and suggested inviting Mr. Pierce to a meeting with department heads in coordination with kickoff of program by Jason Bradford.
GOOD & WELFARE


Council member Kanne advised he will be attending an ethnic dinner at the Senior Center this Friday.


City Manager Walker invited everyone to drop in at the Pub this Friday evening to hear some good music that is a benefit for the Ridgewood Ranch Trails Program.


Mayor Madrigal noted that Leadership Mendocino is having a dinner this Friday, that she participated in the second 10,000 walk, and attended Seabiscuit’s 75th birthday event at Ridgewood Ranch.

Council member Jorgensen advised that she had great fun volunteering at the recent Car Show. 


Mayor Madrigal indicated she had observed the railroad cars being scrapped at the yard.

11:10 p.m.  – Motion Oslund/2nd Kanne and unanimous vote to adjourn.








______________________________








Holly Madrigal, Mayor

_________________________________

Marilyn Harden, City Clerk
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