Willits City Council





 
   7:00 p.m.

111 East Commercial Street





   Wednesday

Willits, California






   October 8, 2008

Mayor Holly Madrigal called a regular meeting of the City Council to order at the above time and place.  The meeting was preceded by the pledge to the flag.

Roll:  
Present – Council Members Greg Kanne, Tami Jorgensen, Karen Oslund, Larry Stranske, and Mayor Holly Madrigal

Also present were staff members Community Development Director Alan Falleri, Police Chief Gerry Gonzalez, Public Works Director Dave Madrigal, Water Plant Supervisor Denny Caine, Acting Finance Director Joanne Cavallari, City Attorney Jim Lance, and Interim City Manager Bob Christofferson.

PROCLAMATION – “RECOGNITION OF THE 2008 MENDOCINO COUNTY LIGHTNING COMPLEX FIREFIGHTERS” - Mayor Madrigal read the Proclamation in recognition of the 2008 Mendocino County Lightning Complex Firefighters.  Little Lake Fire Chief Shane Burke accepted the proclamation on behalf of the County’s firefighters.

RESOLUTION 2008-41 APPROVING CHANGES IN WATER SERVICE CHARGES EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1, 2008 – Interim City Manager Bob Christofferson advised that the City Council took action at their meeting of August 13, 2008 to notify water customers of a public hearing on proposed adjustments to the water rates to be held October 8, 2008 and that appropriate notification was sent to each water rate customer and advertisements placed in the Willits News.  Mark McLean, our consultant with Bartle Wells, summarized the following primary points:  1) Water rates have not been increased since July 1, 2002; 2) Costs of water production continue to rise, the water fund is losing money and the water fund balance is being depleted; 3) The City faces major capital improvement needs, including repair and replacement of existing major capital improvement needs, including repair and replacement of existing equipment, seismic upgrades, improvements in storage and treatment facilities and addition water supply; 4)  The City has outstanding debt – two loans outstanding and water revenues must be sufficient to met O & M expense and make debt payments; 5) Financing the CIP projects; 6) Budgetary adjustment to expenses through delay of hiring Water Manager and two new Public Works maintenance workers have been made; 7) The proposed rate structure is a four-tier system for residential uses designed to encourage and reward conservation and the commercial and industrial uses would remain on a flat rate; and 9) Water Enterprise Fund cash flow projections for the fiscal years through 2010/11.  
7:40 p.m.
Mayor Madrigal opened the Public Hearing.

Rick Michelletti, who lives on Shafer Ranch Road, discussed that they have one meter for five families and that the proposed water rate increases would impact their water bill, placing them at the costliest top tier.  Melissa Wooltee advised she had a large garden and asked Council to find some alternatives in the water rates for people who want to have gardens.  Richard Jeske was opposed the to the proposed water rate increases as he would not be able to afford to water his fruit trees and garden.  Robert Arbayo handed a petition with 80 signatures to the City Clerk protesting the water rate increases, disagreed with the City’s financing and proposed water rate structure to achieve needed water funds, need to establish a water resources board independent of the Council, and discussed financial hardships with water users if proposed rate increases are approved.  Ruby Pietrzak would like the Council to look at her neighbor’s pot plants when looking at high water users.  Jacqueline Morninglight suggested having alternatives in the proposed water rates for agriculture use as well as exploring other water conservation efforts.  Bear Kamoroff noted how people in community view watering lawns versus using water for crops and that water customers with high water usage should pay higher costs.  Stan Htorshman advised he was sharing a water meter and would not be able to afford the higher water rates and looks forward to a solution by the Council on multi-water meter use.  Marcia Bennett indicated she has been unable to drink the Willits water due to the large amount of chlorine.  Jake McFadden suggested revising the Commercial water rate to encourage water conservation.  Melissa Wooltee suggested ways the community could invest in its water system and noted difficulties of seniors being able to pay their present bills.  Perri Kaller of REDI inquired if City does not raise rates, would it still be able to supply water to its customers.   Consultant Mark McLean of Bartle Wells indicated City would not be able to make its expenses at the present water rates.  Hal Wagenet indicated that state law requires each resident to have their own meter.  City Attorney Jim Lance advised he would investigate.  Dee Bekman inquired if deadline for protests was today.  Mayor Madrigal indicated that this was the last day to receive protests.  
8:15 p.m.
Mayor Mayor closed the Public Hearing.

Council members then discussed looking at situations where multi-homes have one meter and possibility of utilizing the commercial rate for those situations, that future Councils would be able to make decisions on whether to raise water rates as proposed during the next three year period, that majority of rate payers do not use excessive water, and that the Water Enterprise Fund needs cash, discussed idea of having more workshops to bring down water usage, that there is a need to distinguish between agriculture use and regular home use, that attendance had been extremely light at the water workshops scheduled for residents during the past several months, and that you cannot run a water system in the red.  Community Development Director Alan Falleri noted that they are looking into offering water conservation grants for citizens who want to purchase water-saving devices.  City Clerk Marilyn Harden advised that 98 protests had been received.  Mr. McLean of Bartle Wells noted that City has 14 water classifications and suggested the City establish a procedure whereby people would be able to petition for a change in their status.  Motion Oslund/2nd Kanne and unanimous roll call vote to adopt Resolution 2008-41 Approving Changes in Water Service Charges Effective December 1, 2008.
 CITIZENS OPTION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY (C.O.P.S.) PROGRAM FOR 2008-09  -  Police Chief Gerry Gonzalez reported that the State had funded the COPS program in the current year’s budget and that City of Willits would be receiving $100,000 to fund front line and municipal police services.  He stated his request was to use the $100,000 funding for the Community Services Officer and overtime to augment current staffing through the use of existing staff.  Gonzalez indicated that that a public hearing was required, which had been properly noticed and posted, and if his request was approved by the Council, to direct the Finance Director to forward a report to the countywide committee known as the Supplemental Law Enforcement Oversight Committee (SLEOC) for their review and approval, and, as well, prepare a consolidated annual report prior to September 1, 2009 of all funds expended through this program.

 8:50 p.m.
Mayor Madrigal opened the public hearing.  No comments were received.  Mayor Madrigal closed the public hearing.

Motion Kanne/2nd Stranske and unanimous roll call vote to (1) approve the Police Chief’s request to use the 2008-09 C.O.P.S. Funding for the Community Services Officer and for overtime to augment current staffing through the use of existing staff; (2) direct the Finance Director to provide required reporting and summaries of the status of allocations from the Supplemental Law Enforcement Services Fund and file a public report with the Supplemental Oversight Committee, the City Council and the Chief of Police; and (3) direct the Finance Director to prepare a consolidated annual report prior to September 1, 2009, of all funds expended through this program for the entirety of the immediately preceding fiscal year, as well as annual reports thereafter, should future appropriations by the Legislature be made.

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS Mayor Madrigal read the public communication guidelines.  Tom Woodhouse requested a copy of the City’s budget and suggested that the Council get citizens involved in the budget process.  He also invited the City Council to the “Make a Difference Day” on October 25th.  Mayor Madrigal noted that the City had budget workshops during the past year that were open to the public.  Bear Kamoroff indicated that Candidates’ night was scheduled for October 23rd and would like for people to be able to ask questions at the podium instead of the present selection process from written questions.  Joe Colleton discussed treatment of vagrants and observing their constitutional rights.  Alex Carlon, a Willits high school tennis coach, would like to see the tennis courts painted prior to February and proposed that a community maintenance program for the tennis courts be formed.  Wendell Wilson inquired about status of the solar project at the watershed.  Interim City Manager Christofferson said that the City was still waiting on word from the parties that the financing for the project was completed.  
CONSENT CALENDAR





ACTION TAKEN

A.
City Council Minutes of 9/22/08 & 9/24/08



Approved

B.
Warrants #11026-11207 = $551,645.55



Approved

C.
Contract with R. J. Ricciardi, Inc. for Preparation of


Approved


June 30, 2008 Audited Financial Statements

Consent Calendar Item D on Contract with R. J. Ricciardi, Inc. for Preparation of Public Facilities Corporation Information Tax Return was pulled.  Motion Oslund/2nd Jorgensen and unanimous vote to approve Consent Calendar, Item A through C.
CONTRACT WITH R. J. RICCIARDI, INC. FOR PREPARATION OF PUBLIC FACILITIES CORPORATION INFORMATION TAX RETURNS  -  Joe Colleton inquired what was the nature of the Public Facilities Corporation.  Acting Finance Director Joanne Cavallari indicated it was a non-profit corporation set up to act as a conduit for financing projects for the Water Enterprise Fund.  Public Facilities Corporation Director Jim Harden gave a brief explanation of how the non-profit corporation has worked and used as a bond agent in financing projects for the Water and Sewer Departments.   Motion Oslund/2nd Jorgensen and unanimous vote to approve Contract with R. J. Ricciardi, Inc. for preparation of the Public Facilities Corporation Information Tax Returns.

RIGHT TO APPEAL - Mayor Madrigal read the guidelines for appealing Council decisions.

9:10 p.m.
Council recessed.
10:00 p.m.
Council reconvened.

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF STATE ROUTE 20 PASSING LANES  -  Interim City Manager Bob Christofferson advised that the Fort Bragg City Council had sent a letter to Caltrans requesting some common sense suggestions for improvements on Highway 20 between Ft. Bragg and Willits that included paving small turnouts.  Christofferson felt it was advantageous for Willits to also adopt the plan suggested by Fort Bragg and recommended that the Council approve a draft letter to Caltrans.  Motion Oslund/2nd Stranske and unanimous vote to approve letter to Caltrans on the State Route 20 passing lanes.

CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH EBA ENGINEERING FOR ENVIRONMENTAL WORK AT THE CITY OF WILLITS CORPORATION YARD, 380 EAST COMMERCIAL STREET  -  Public Works Director Dave Madrigal advised that the City has contracted with EBA Engineering over the years to provide professional environmental consulting services for the on-going investigation, monitoring and report of soil and/or groundwater contamination associated with an unauthorized release from an underground gasoline storage tank at the Public Works Corporation Yard, and that these activities and related work were required by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board.  Madrigal indicated that the proposed contract would provide services to complete the Pilot Study Work Plan dated October 2007, and that EBA’s final report would include conclusions and recommendations for further remedial action, pursuant to the findings of the various work phases.  Motion Kanne/2ndOslund and unanimous roll call vote to approve contract with EBA Engineering to provide environmental services for the City of Willits Corporation Yard located at 380 East Commercial Street, for the not to exceed cost of $84,534.43, and authorize the City Manager to execute same.
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS


Police Chief Gerry Gonzalez reported that he is pleased with recent police officer applicants, and that they continue to have transient related calls.


Community Development Director Alan Falleri reported he will be having a meeting with staff to discuss the State budget as it relates to cuts in the Redevelopment Funds, heard that the Redevelopment Agency Association were considering a suit against the State for taking Redevelopment funds, and that he had received approval of the five-year redevelopment plan.


City Attorney Jim Lance reported he is working on legal issues regarding the proposed Sherwood Valley Rancheria casino project and that if the Council had no objection, the City would contract with Michael Colantuono, an attorney familiar with Indian federal law, to assist in the matter and anticipated the cost would be well under $10,000; and gave an update on the Sanchez dry cleaning matter.

Public Works Director Dave Madrigal reported that per the Council’s direction on September 24, they solicited bids for the completion of the Main Street Waterline Project and received two bids:  Duran Construction for a total amount of $93,735 and Mendocino Construction of $163,635.  Madrigal advised they would be going with Duran Construction, the low bidder, and that once started, project should be completed in a week.  He also stated that they would be paying off the original contractor, California Trenchless, Inc., for the work completed by them.    Madrigal gave a progress report on the Kids Club project and noted the deadline for completion of project established by the State Park & Recreation grant, and that School District had requested that the Department of Health Services be present while work is going on.  Council member Oslund announced that the Kids Club Construction Celebration will take place on October 16th.   Public Works Director Madrigal also reported that repair of the water leaks as outlined in the water leak detection program had been completed; that the Traffic Safety Committee had met to discuss painting the curbs on Wood Street next to and opposite R. J. Redhouse due to safety concerns; discussed speed survey given to the County and a 40 hour radar class was required for police officers to use radar, and that they will be going out for a RFP for a consultant to perform a safety audit around schools covered under the Safe Routes to School grant.  Mayor Madrigal noted that people were going too fast on Mill Street.

Airport Manager Marilyn Harden reported that a major water leak at the airport had been repaired and thanked the Public Works Department for their assistance.
CITY COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE REPORTS


MCOG – Mayor Madrigal reported that she attended meeting in Fort Bragg in the absence of Councilmember Jorgensen and received a tour of several of their projects, that they received a report on Confusion Hill and use of road, that Janet Orth had attended a Brownsfield workshop, and they discussed idea of putting a round-about on Highway 1.


MTA – Council member Stranske reported they met last month and were starting talks on health benefits for their employees.


FRONTIER DAYS AD HOC COMMITTEE – Council Member Kanne reported that they would be meeting on November 14.

EXPLORATION OF POTENTIAL ENERGY SOURCES AD HOC COMMITTEE – Community Development Director Falleri reported feedback for consultant Sam Pierce was proceeding slowly due to complex request.  Interim City Manager Christofferson indicated that he will contact Keith Rutledge on the status of the solar project at the watershed.


SHERWOOD VALLEY RANCHERIA CASINO PROJECT AD HOC COMMITTEE – Council member Kanne reported they met with the City’s TAC to review information on the proposed casino prior to meeting with the tribe.

NCRA LIAISON AD HOC COMMITTEE – Mayor Madrigal announced that information is available on the NCRA’s website for comments regarding trails co-existing with rails.

GOOD & WELFARE


Council member Oslund reminded everyone that the High School Boosters dinner was October 17th, that Linda McDonald was working on a quilt to hang in the entry way of the Kids Club building, and they were continuing to raise additional funds.

Mayor Madrigal announced that today was International Walk to School Day, that she met up with Brookside School students at the Wood Street parking lot and then walked to Brookside School and suggested a blinking sign board by Highway 20 and Blosser Lane for additional safety next year; and that the Hospital Gala was this Saturday night.


Community Development Director Alan Falleri commended the Council with handling the difficult issue of water tonight, and reported that he left most of the fish in Humboldt County during a recent fishing trip.

11:15 p.m.  -  Motion Oslund/2nd Jorgensen and unanimous vote to adjourn.








______________________________








Holly Madrigal, Mayor

______________________________

Marilyn J. Harden, City Clerk
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