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October 22, 2008

6:00 p.m.
Mayor Holly Madrigal called a regular meeting of the City Council to order at the above time and place. The meeting was preceded by the pledge to the flag.

Roll:

Present - Council Members Greg Kanne, Tami Jorgensen, Karen Oslund, Larry Stranske and Mayor, Holly Madrigal

Absent – None
Also present was Interim City Manager Bob Christofferson.
6:03 p.m. 
Council adjourned to closed session pursuant to Government Code section 54957: Public Employee Recruitment/Appointment: City Manager. 
7:00 p.m.
Mayor Holly Madrigal called the regular meeting of the City Council to order. Also present were staff members Community Development Director Alan Falleri, Police Chief Gerry Gonzalez, Public Works Director Dave Madrigal, Water Plant Supervisor Denny Caine, Acting Finance Director, Joanne Cavallari, City Attorney Jim Lance and City Engineer Tom Mannatt.
Mayor Madrigal announced that in closed session the Council had unanimously approved the appointment of Paul Cayler as City Manager.  Mr. Cayler took the podium and stated that he was honored by the appointment, was looking forward to working in the Willits community, and thanked his family and coworkers at the County of Mendocino for their support. He passed out copies of his written statement to the council members and interested members of the audience.
SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Mayor Madrigal introduced Police Chief Gerry Gonzalez who came forward and thanked the Council for the opportunity to publicly recognize Officer Dave Tiller. Officer Tiller and a large group of people comprised of fellow police officers, friends and family members entered the Council Chambers from the adjacent hallway.  The audience members gave Officer Tiller a standing ovation as he entered the room.
Chief Gonzalez provided a brief history of Officer Tiller’s 20 years of service to the local community. Sergeant Tim Ellis presented Officer Tiller with his badge mounted on a wood burl plaque.
PROCLAMATION Honoring Dave Tiller for His Service with the City of Willits
Mayor Madrigal read the proclamation out loud and presented the framed proclamation to Officer Tiller. Council Member Jorgensen personally expressed her appreciation to Officer Tiller. Officer Tiller thanked everyone for the recognition.  
ADDITION TO THE AGENDA
Noting the low water level in the lake, Interim City Manager Bob Christofferson asked that consideration of a resolution implementing a Phase 4 emergency declaration be added to the agenda. 
Motion Kanne /2nd Stranske and unanimous vote by the Council Members to add item 8D to the agenda, Consideration of a Resolution Implementing Phase IV Emergency Declaration.
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS - Mayor Madrigal read the public communication guidelines. 

Tom Woodhouse came forward and invited the Council and public to attend the Local First events scheduled for the upcoming weekend. He thanked several businesses for their support. He also stated his opinion that the City’s budget was too hard for people to understand. He voiced concern about the water rate increase and asked that a budget review be placed on the next agenda. Dee Beckman, resident of Schaffer Ranch Road, came forward to respond to the Council member’s comments made at the prior meeting. She provided a brief history of how five houses came to be connected to the water system through one meter. In reference to a letter from the Interim City Manager, she argued that their request for separate meters should not be treated as new service. She stated that they wanted a fair and equitable billing system, and accused the City of discrimination. She also complained that her previous comments about legal issues were not included in the minutes of October 8, 2008. She stated that she expected a response to her concerns. Linda Williams from the Willits News reminded the audience that candidates’ night would be held in the Community Center on Thursday October 23rd from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

CONSENT CALENDAR






ACTION TAKEN
A. City Council Minutes of 9/29/08, 9/30/08 & 10/8/08



Approved
B. Warrants #11026-11207 =$551,645.55




Approved

C. Building Inspection Activity Report





Approved

Motion Oslund /2nd Jorgensen and unanimous vote by the Council Members to approve Consent Calendar, Items A - C.

RIGHT TO APPEAL - Mayor Madrigal read the guidelines for appealing Council decisions.

7:35 p.m.
Council recessed, and reconvened as Community Development Agency

7:55 p.m.
Council reconvened

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE GRANT TO THE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION TO ASSIST WITH ART MONTH WILLITS 09
Community Development Director Alan Falleri reviewed the prior discussion related to the Art Month 09 presentation by Gary Martin, who was present in the audience. Mr. Falleri answered to safety concerns raised at the prior meeting, and reported that the Revit-Ed Committee had met in September, reviewed the budget allocation and recommended support. He noted that of the $3,000 grant $2,500 would be paid as a prize to the winning artist, and the other $500 would be used for publicity of the event. The grant would be funded through the Redevelopment Agency budget, and staff would draft an agreement as to how the money would be spent. Mayor Madrigal suggested that the Chamber of Commerce be asked to split the cost with the City and that other businesses in the area be approached for contributions. Mr. Martin explained that he did not want large corporation sponsorship, because he wanted the project to be representative of Willits. Council Member Jorgensen voiced concern that contributions from some businesses would be discouraged, while others would be encouraged. Council Member Oslund felt that the grant should have been discussed during the budget process in the spring, when the Council considers grants to other community service organizations. Council Member Kanne reminded the others that the funding was from the Redevelopment Agency, not the General Fund, and would serve the agency’s goal of revitalization of the downtown area. Cyndee Logan with the Cultural Arts Commission came forward to encourage approval of the donation. Mayor Madrigal voiced concern about state cuts from the Redevelopment Agency budget, and encouraged Mr. Martin to look for creative means of funding. 
Motion Kanne/2nd Stranske carried by roll call vote, with Council Member Oslund opposed, to approve a grant in the amount of $3,000 from the Redevelopment Agency Fund to the Cultural Arts Commission to assist with Art Month Willits ’09.
8:15 p.m. Council recessed

8:30 p.m. Council reconvened

AGREEMENT WITH JASON & KRISTIN BRADFORD FOR THE USE OF CITY PROPERTY
Community Development Director Alan Falleri summarized the points of concern raised during the prior discussion of the issue. He reviewed the changes to the revised agreement between the City and the Bradfords. He reported that Animal Crackers preschool had been paying an annual fee for the use of City property for a playground, but he was not recommending that a fee be charged to the Bradfords because he viewed the arrangement as a partnership which was beneficial to both parties. He assured Mayor Madrigal that the agreement was not transferable upon sale of the Bradford property. Cyndee Logan, representing the Willits Action Group, came forward to speak in favor of the Bradford’s project. Council Member Stranske reiterated that he was not in agreement with how this matter came about, as Animal Crackers had come before the Council for permission prior to using the property, not after. Council Member Jorgensen voiced concern about setting precedent, although she did not question the benefits of the Bradford’s project. Council Member Kanne agreed that it would have been better if the situation had been approached differently, but felt that the value of the project outweighed the negative. 
Motion Oslund/2nd Kanne carried by roll call vote, with Council Members Jorgensen and Stranske opposed, to approve an agreement with Jason and Kristin Bradford for the use of City property.
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON PROPOSED LETTER TO STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICE REGARDING PROGRAM TO CORRECT WATER SYSTEM CAPACITY DEFICIENCIES
Interim City Manager Bob Christofferson summarized the draft letter provided with the staff report. Mayor Madrigal thanked him for his effort, but felt that the tone of the letter should be more assertive. She was concerned about including the paragraph on the seismic stability analysis. She asked that the letter be edited, reviewed by the new City Manager, and brought back on the next agenda. Council Member Stranske suggested that the community be allowed to review and comment, and that the Willits News publish the letter for feedback from the public. The issue of including the seismic stability analysis was discussed, with Council Members Jorgensen and Kanne stating that they thought it should be included. Water Plant Supervisor, Denny Caine, commented that although the seismic stability analysis is an important project, it is not a part of the DHS requirement. He suggested that the letter focus only on the DHS issue. Audience member David Partch offered comments on the content of the letter, and voiced his concern about unaccounted-for water. Mayor Madrigal asked that the public provide their comments and suggestions to the Interim City Manager.
RESOLUTION 2008-42 IMPLEMENTING A PHASE IV EMERGENCY DECLARATION  

Interim City Manager Bob Christofferson reported that the City’s stored water level had dropped to 382 acre feet. Pursuant to the provisions of the water conservation ordinance, Phase IV restrictions are to be implemented at 400 acre feet. He warned the Council that the Phase V level could be reached prior to their next meeting in November. Water Plant Supervisor Denny Caine answered questions from the Council members as to what the consequences would be if the stored water went below certain levels. He also reviewed the Department of Fish and Game regulations concerning the amount of water that had to be released into the stream. Council Member Stranske reminded the other Council members that new connections were not allowed during a declared water shortage emergency, and that the Planning Commission had just approved two additional meters. He was assured by the other council members that the conservation ordinance would supersede the permit for connections until the emergency conditions no longer existed. Council Member Jorgensen suggested that the Council postpone declaration of the Phase IV restrictions until the next meeting in November. She said that she would be willing to attend a special meeting if necessary, if the situation worsened.  Council Member Kanne stated his agreement with the staff’s recommendation to implement Phase IV restrictions. Council Member Oslund suggested waiting until the November meeting and adopting Phases IV and V together, along with further discussion of the use of Wente Lake. City Attorney Jim Lance stated his opinion that because the Council had adopted the conservation ordinance, it would be appropriate for them to adopt the Phase IV restrictions, especially if they believed that Phase V was imminent. 

Motion Kanne/2nd Stranske carried by roll call vote, with Council Members Oslund and Jorgensen opposed, to adopt a Resolution 2008-42 implementing a Phase IV Emergency Declaration. 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Police Chief Gerardo Gonzalez reported on continuing recruitment efforts, transient related calls, and the extra effort that would be made due to Halloween falling on a Friday this year.
Community Development Director Allen Falleri reported that the California Redevelopment Association had notified its members that it intended to file suit against the Governor for the recent cuts made to the Redevelopment Agency’s Tax Increments. He had recently attended a meeting of the Willits Bypass Project Development Team who had discussed concerns regarding the location of the concrete and asphalt plants, and potential transportation routes to the construction site.
Public Works Director Madrigal reported that the recent grant application for Safe Routes to School was not successful. He also reported that the paving of Main Street was nearly complete, construction of the Kids Club was underway, and that the Engineering Department has begun working on the plans for the ballfields restroom. He also outlined his concerns about the deferred maintenance of portions Main Street, and the relinquishment of the street from CalTrans.
City Engineer Tom Mannatt reported that CalTrans had submitted a right of way agreement for his review and comment. He offered to prepare a letter of response for the council’s consideration. He also discussed his concerns about the Blosser Lane/Highway 20 intersection, and reported that a prospective Grade II Sewer Operator was going through the application review process. Mr. Mannatt clarified for Mayor Madrigal that the hiring freeze was within the Water Department, not the Sewer Department. Mr. Mannatt also updated the council on the progress of the Sewer Treatment Plant construction and the Davis Creek crossing project.
Acting Finance Director Joanne Cavallari reported the June 30, 2007 audited financial statements should be finished by the end of October, staff had been working on the reconciliation of the USDA and SCWW grant funding for the sewer treatment plant project, and that they had begun working on the June 30, 2008 audit. 
CITY COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
MTA - Council Member Stranske reported that MTA was scheduled to meet on Thursday, October 24, 2008.

MSWMA JPA- Council Member Jorgensen reported that the committee had met that afternoon, and discussed problems associated with plastic grocery bags and proposed legislation to prevent vehicle emissions.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & FINANCING CORP - Council Member Stranske reported that the committee had met two weeks prior and discussed meeting locations, college job fairs, and small business loan programs. He also commented that they were still trying to find lenders, and that the audit had turned out very well. He reported that Fort Bragg was considering the use of biomass as an alternative fuel source. 
LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES - Council Member Stranske reported that a November district meeting was going to be held in Emeryville. 
FRONTIER DAYS AD HOC COMMITTEE - Council Member Kanne reported that the committee would meet on November 14th.
EXPLORATION OF POTENTIAL ENERGY SOURCES AD HOC COMMITTEE -
Mayor Madrigal reported that the committee had not met, but that she had signed the loan documents for the solar project.
NCRA LIAISON AD HOC COMMITTEE - Council Member Stranske asked that a meeting be scheduled to express how happy the Council is about the work that has been done, and to make suggestions for other work.

GOOD & WELFARE

Council Member Oslund reported that there had been good turnout for the Kids Club building celebration.  City Attorney Jim Lance congratulated newly appointed City Manager Paul Cayler, and recognized the great job that had been done by Interim City Manager Bob Christofferson.
10:25 p.m. - Motion Oslund/2nd Kanne and unanimous vote to adjourn
____________________________________

Holly Madrigal, Mayor

_____________________________________

Joanne Cavallari, Deputy City Clerk
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