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      February 13, 2008
Chairperson Holly Madrigal called a meeting of the Willits Planning Commission to order at the above time and place.

ROLL:   Present were Commission members – Greg Kanne, Tami Jorgensen, 

              Karen Oslund, Larry Stranske and Chair Holly Madrigal

Also present were staff members – Community Development Director Allan Falleri and City Manager Ross Walker.

MINUTES:   Motion Kanne/2nd Stranske and unanimous vote to approve the Planning Commission Minutes of May 12, 2007.

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT MODIFICATION UM-99-01/07; GERALD WARD
Community Development Director Alan Falleri advised that Gerald Ward, President of Solid Wastes of Willits, Inc., is requesting a modification of a conditional use permit on property located at the westerly terminus of Franklin Avenue to develop a mixed use material recycling facility (MRF).  Falleri noted that the use permit was originally granted for a self-haul transfer station and recycling facility.  Falleri requested that an Addendum dated 2/13/08 be included in the use permit that adds wording to Condition #3 in Exhibit “C” for modification of conditions as follows:  3a.  In circumstances of a declared emergency at the property, Solid Wastes of Willits is permitted to temporarily divert solid wastes and recyclables from the Ukiah Valley Transfer Station to the Willits Transfer Station for a period not exceeding two weeks from the date of the declared emergency.  3b. Solid Wastes of Willits is permitted to receive at the Willits Transfer Station mixed municipal solid waste that is picked up by Solid Wastes of Willits trucks outside the Franchised Service Area but within the County of Mendocino.  3c. Condition 31 of the Conditions of Approval for Conditional Use Permit No. U97-1/U99-1 is amended to allow the use of a spray system in lieu of vinyl curtains at the Transfer building.  Falleri then discussed odor complains addressed in a letter received from Bruce Burton and Chris Baldo, nearby property owners.  Gerry Ward discussed potential jobs that will be created by the MRF, reason for using a misting system in lieu of plastic curtains, provided a history of transporting garbage back and forth to Anderson Valley, and that he had not received any complaints regarding odor from Air Quality during the past eight years.
Council discussed concerns about odors, using a misting system, using extra water for new facility, truck traffic and problems associated with egress and ingress into facility.

8:40 p.m.  -  Mayor Madrigal opened the Public Hearing.
Dale Mosher, a property owner on Cropley Lane, expressed concerns about increased traffic on Cropley Lane and his liability associated with the use of the road.  Paul Leinwetter, a property owner at the end of Cropley Lane, expressed concerns of unsafe road conditions and noise pollution created by increased truck traffic.  Third District Supervisor John Pinches spoke in support of having a MRF.  Becky Bowlds, a nearby property owner, spoke in favor of a MRF but was not in favor of possible increased truck traffic on Cropley Lane, and expressed safety concern of trucks pulling out onto Highway 20.   Trey Strickland of Mendocino County Air Quality spoke in favor of a MRF and that Gerry Ward was doing a good job at SWOW.  
9:05 p.m. – Mayor Madrigal closed the Public Hearing.

Community Development Director Falleri advised he did not address improvements to Cropley Lane as it is not within the City’s authority to require third party agreements to any conditions, and that truck traffic would probably decrease from the number of truck traffic over past years.  Falleri indicated that if any serious issues do arise, it would be brought back to the Planning Commission.     

Motion Oslund/2nd Jorgensen and unanimous roll call vote to adopt Resolution No. 2008-01 of the Planning Commission of the City of Willits Approving Conditional Use Permit Modification No. UM-99-01-07 and to include conditions specified in Alan Falleri’s Addendum to Staff Report for #UM 99-01/07 of 2/13/08.

9:15  p.m.  -  The Planning Commission adjourned.

_______________________________

Holly Madrigal, Chair

_______________________________

Marilyn Harden, City Clerk
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