Willits Planning Commission





     9:05 p.m.

111 East Commercial Street





     Wednesday

Willits, California






      July 23, 2008
Chairperson Holly Madrigal called a meeting of the Willits Planning Commission to order at the above time and place.

ROLL:   Present were Commission members – Greg Kanne, Tami Jorgensen, 

              Karen Oslund, Larry Stranske and Chair Holly Madrigal

Also present were staff members – Community Development Director Allan Falleri and Interim City Manager Bob Christofferson
MINUTES:   Motion Jorgensen/2nd Oslund and unanimous vote to approve the Planning Commission Minutes of June 25, 2008.
RESOLUTION 2008-06 APPROVING A NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #U-07-01 FOR FRANK R. HOWARD FOUNDATION; APN’S 007-210-11 AND 007-210-15  -  Community Development Director Alan Falleri advised that the Frank R. Howard Foundation had filed an application for a conditional use permit for the construction of a 25-bed facility with a building area of approximately 72,930 square feet, including four operating rooms, emergency department, lab, cafeteria, administrative office space, would have X-ray, CT, MRI capabilities as well as a heliport for emergency transport of patients.  Falleri then reviewed the issues of traffic, water usage, noise relative to the helipad, street frontage improvements, construction of trails, and recommended approval with findings.  In response to Council inquiry, he explained that 10(d) of Exhibit C addresses that parking areas and access roads shall be paved or constructed with an all-weather surface.   Tom Herman, member of the Howard Foundation Board of Directors, expressed appreciation for the City’s previous efforts to obtain $4 Million Dollars for the new hospital and hoped the City would cooperatively work with the hospital Foundation in investigating other sources of funding.  Tom Steiner of Marshall Associates discussed exterior materials and colors that would be utilized for the new hospital building.
9:20 p.m.
Mayor Madrigal opened the public hearing.

Gary Owen urged support of the hospital project but would like the City to look at the cumulative impacts of projects in the area, and noted the erosion and abandonment of the 1986 annexation plan and its mitigations.  Ron Orenstein stated that he lived in the area and had no problems with having a helicopter pad and that he supported new hospital plan.  Wayne Sizemore discussed possibility of containing water runoff from roofs on hospital property and other water conservation efforts in the immediate area, and suggested bringing the proposed City well to the hospital property.

9:40 p.m.
Mayor Madrigal closed the public hearing.

Community Development Director Falleri advised that there are certain things that presently limit the city’s ability have to developer do such as requiring low and moderate housing and having special assessment and developer fees.  Falleri noted he is working on establishing special assessment and developer fees.  Council member Stranske noted that the City should be careful before accepting additional lands for parks and trails due the maintenance needs it creates, and that he wanted to be assured that all residents of Haehl Creek know about the helipad.  Falleri indicated that CC&R’s for the Haehl Creek Subdivision advised potential buyers of subdivision lots about the adjacent hospital project including the heliport.
Motion Kanne/2nd Stranske and unanimous roll call vote to adopt Resolution 2008-06 Approving a Negative Declaration and Conditional Use Permit #U-07-01 for Frank R. Howard Foundation; APN’s 007-201-11 and 007-210-15 with modification to #19 of Exhibit C to add that the City will assist the Hospital Foundation in exploring any additional funding sources.    
9:20  p.m.  -  The Planning Commission adjourned.

_______________________________

Holly Madrigal, Chair

_______________________________

Marilyn Harden, City Clerk
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